~ FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ DECEMBER 3RD, 2017

MASS INTENTIONS
Sun. Dec 3

8:00 am L/D Francis & Roseann Rupp fam.

Tue. Dec 5

8:00 am +Margie Rohr

Th. Dec 7

5:30 pm +Edward & Oliva Pfannenstiel

Sun. Dec 10

8:00 am +Elmer Hertel

Tue. Dec 12

8:00 am +Annie Pfannenstiel

Th. Dec 14

8:00 am +Alfred Heeke

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

SERVERS
Sunday, Dec 3 Braydon Binder & Joseph Pfannenstiel
Thursday Dec 7 Valerie Dome & Wyatt Gerstner
Sunday, Dec 10 Logan Leiker & Carson Werth

E XTRAORDINARY M INISTERS OF H OLY COMMUNION
Sunday, Dec 3
Thursday Dec 7
Sunday, Dec 10

Ken R, Peggy R, Tony R, Dcn Scott
Ernie B, Lilly B, Larry K, Rhonda S.
Mark L, Dolores P, Seyona R, Bea S.

LECTORS

OFFERTORY GIFTS

Sun. Dec 3 Lauren Moeder
Aaron & Kolleen Dome
Thu. Dec 7 Dolores Pfannenstiel Volunteers
Sun. Dec 10 Ken Richmeier
Hertel family

GREETERS
Sunday, Dec 3
Thursday Dec 7
Sunday, Dec 10

Verlin & Elaine Pfannenstiel
Vernie Pfannenstiel
Terry & Cathy Pfeifer

COLLECTION TEAM
Sunday, December 3
Ernie Binder,Larry Koirth, Herman Leiker, Gary Staab
Thursday, Dec. 7 - Volunteers
Sunday, December 10
John Moeder, Kenny Pfannenstiel, Tony Rohr, Randy Werth

TRAVELING CHALICE FOR VOCATIONS
Sunday, Dec 3
Sunday, Dec 10
Sunday, Dec 17
Sunday, Dec 24

Seyona Roda
Herman & Rosie Leiker
Darold & Evelyn Younker
Aaron & Kolleen Dome

Tithe ~ Stewardship of Treasure
Envelopes
Loose
Candle

$2,838.00
$274.00
$4.00
TOTAL

Hall Use
$60.00
C. H. Dev. $5.00
_______ _____
$3,181.00

FATHER JARETT’S CATHOLIC Q & A
It seems like this time of year the Catholic Church
focuses a lot on Mary, doesn’t this take away from
the focus of Christ and Christmas?
“Mary is the Mother of Jesus and the Mother of all of
us even though it was Christ alone who reposed on her
knees . . . If he is ours, we ought to be in his situation;
there where he is, we ought also to be and all that he
has ought to be ours, and his mother is also our mother.”
This quote is not from a pope or the Catholic Catechism.
This is a quote from a Christmas sermon given by Martin
Luther in the year 1529. Wise words from one who most
people assume had no respect for anything Catholic.
As Martin Luther said, our relationship to Mary is
indeed important because it correlates directly to our
relationship to Christ. I often use the example of a
couple in a dating relationship. Imagine Johnny and
Suzy are dating and have fallen head over heels in love
with one another. One night Johnny says to Suzy, “I
love you so much. I love you more than anything in this
world. I want to spend the rest of my life with you and
you alone. In fact, I love you so much that I don’t want
to meet your friends or your family, I don’t want to look at
your picture albums or yearbook, and I definitely don’t
want to meet your mother for fear of interfering with my
love for you.” I love this example because it makes us
realize that it is pure nonsense to think loving the family
and friends of our spouse would deplete our love for our
spouse. On the contrary, the more you come to know
and love the background, details, and significantly the
mother of your beloved, the deeper becomes your love
for “the beloved.”
How deep and mysterious is the relationship of all
human beings with their “mother.” Perhaps even more
profound and mysterious is the relationship of a man
with his mother. Do you think it coincidental that the
most commonly uttered word by dying men on the
battlefield and of athletes into the camera at sporting
events is “mom”?
Is it logical to say that we love Jesus completely and
yet say we have no room in our hearts for relationship
with His mother? If you have a desire in your heart to
better know Jesus Christ then it is extremely important to
get to know those who know him best. "When Jesus
saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved
standing near, he said to his mother, 'Woman, behold,
your son!’ Then he said to the disciple, 'Behold, your
mother!’" (Jn 19:26-27). St. John is called the “beloved
disciple” because he represents each one of us, the
beloved of Jesus Christ. Therefore, when Jesus gives
his mother over to John, he hands her over to us to
become our mother.
Therefore it seems very fitting that if we plan to
celebrate a great solemnity of the Incarnation of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ at Christmas, that beforehand
we celebrate feasts of His mother (Immaculate
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Conception December 8, Our Lady of Guadalupe
December 12) as she always and everywhere points us
to her son.
Questions or Clarifications?
Email Fr. Jarett at father.konrade@eaglecom.net

Coffee, rolls and conversation following Mass this
morning, hosted by the Christian Mothers.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
Holy Day of Obligation
Mass: Thursday, December 7th at 5:30 p.m.

Adoration Chapel needs someone to cover the hours of 2
to 3am on Mondays; and 2 to 3am on Thursdays. If
interested please contact Bob Feauto at 628-1429.
A Family Perspective …by Bud Ozar
Today’s gospel tells us to “Be watchful.” This comes
natural to families. Parents are watchful of their children’s
health, grades and friends. Children are watchful of
parental moods. Today’s gospel encourages us to use this
ability to see God acting in the innocence, tenderness, love
and forgiveness of your family. “Be watchful,” the Lord is
already with you.
St. Nicholas of Myra Blood Drive will be held on Tuesday,
Dec. 5, from noon to 6pm, in the Parish Hall. Please call
628-1446, to make an appointment.

Communal Penance Service
Wednesday, Dec. 6th 7:00 p.m.

Religious Formation: Wednesday 7:00 – 8:00 pm
Our Thanksgiving collection totaling $336.00; was donated
to First Call for Help of Ellis County. Thank you for your
generosity, helping those in need.

National Night of Prayer for Life On Dec. 8
& 9, from 9pm to 12am, National Hour of
Unity is 12am to 1am (Est) at St. Joseph
Church, will participate in the National Night
of Prayer for Life. The purpose is to unite our
prayers with Catholics throughout the country
in an effort to help bring back the world to
Christ and to bring about an end to abortion. The hours are
chosen to coincide with Our Lady of Guadalupe’s
appearance to Juan Diego. This is a Heartland Parishes of
Ellis County event.
2018 offering envelopes are at the
entrances. Please DO NOT begin using
these until January.

The K of C Fourth Degree Bishop Cunningham Assembly
will have their Memorial Mass at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday,
December 9th at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Hays.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:
Irvin Haselhorst, Jr., Les Gross, Jack
Harwood, Special Intentions, Gene Rohr, Jerry Barnes,
Martina Younger.
Drop your requests in the collection or let Lilly know.
Also, let Lilly know when the intention should be removed.

The end of the calendar year is fast approaching. If you
are considering a year-end donation, please keep St.
Francis of Assisi in mind. These unexpected donations
and your ongoing support are greatly appreciated. May
the Lord bless you abundantly for your generosity.

RELIGIOUS ITEMS - If you or a family member have
religious material such as statues, holy water bottles,
rosaries, prayer books, and palms that you want to get
rid of, but just can’t throw them away, bring them to the
St. Joseph Parish Service Center and we will either offer
them to people who would like them or dispose of them
in a respectful manner.
“God gave you your particular mix of talents and
abilities because they match up with the mission
He has in mind for you.” …Matthew Kelly
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS

National Retirement Fund for Religious Sisters, Priests and
Brothers, next weekend. Due to the generosity of people
across our nation, last year they dispersed over $25 million
to 401 religious communities for direct care of elder
members. Thank you for your generosity.
“NAMI-HAYS” (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
Affiliate is the point of contact for the public for
information, referrals and support. The Center provides the
meeting facility and houses the Affiliate’s reference library.
Offers support for people with mental illness and their
family and friends. The group will gather on Dec. 4, at
6pm, for the Recovery Group and at 6pm, for the Family
Support Group. The Education group meets at 7:15pm, at
the Center for Life Experience, 2900 Hall St. For info
contact Ann Leiker 259-6859 or email ccfpc@ruraltel.net
“Healing After Loss” is an organization offering hope,
encouragement, and understanding to those who have had
an adult loss such as a spouse, parent, sibling, or friend in
their lives. The group will eat supper at 5:30pm, Tuesday,
Dec. 5, at I-HOP 4000 Gen Hays Rd., St., Hays. They will
then gather at 7pm, in The Center for Life Experience,
2900 Hall Street, Hays. Special Speaker: Whitney Jeter,
FHSU Psychology Dept. For information, contact Ann
Leiker at 785-259-6859 or email ccfpc@ruraltel.net
Catholic Charities is seeking volunteers! We are looking
for energetic individuals to assist in the Hays office with
tasks including shopping for outreach items, assembling
outreach kits, and sorting donations. Volunteers are needed
during normal business hours (8-5 M-Th and 8-2:30 F).
Volunteers may commit to weekly or monthly assignments.
We are looking for volunteers with availability to start at
the beginning of 2018. If interested, visit our website at
www.ccnks.org>>>How to Help>>>Volunteer. Please
specify that you are looking to volunteer in the Hays office.
With questions, you may call 785-625-2644.

HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY
Rachel Wentling, Principal
625-3131

Dec. 5
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 14

Advent Liturgy Mass, 8:00 a.m. IHM
June Birthday Mass & Lunch - Mary’s Baby Shower
NO SCHOOL – Holy Day
December Birthday Mass & Lunch
3rd – 6th Gr. Reconciliation at IHM
Christmas Program KP-6th at 7:00 p.m. at IHM
Dec. 18 Last Day of Preschool & KP this semester
PS Baby Jesus Party & 1st Gr. Polar Express Day
Dec. 19 Last Day of Semester – ½ day (dismiss at 11:00)
Paraprofessional opening. Monday-Friday from 8am to
2pm. The hourly rate is $8.50-9.00/hour. Questions can be
directed to Mrs. Rachel Wentling, principal. Contact her at
785-625-3131 or rwentling@hfehays.org.
Recycle your aluminum cans in our trailer in the north parking
lot, or saving box-tops and old cell phones!
A container is in our vestibule for box-tops and pop-tabs.

THOMAS MORE PREP- MARIAN
Chad Meitner, Principal
Bob Leikam, Jr. High Assistant Principal
625-6577

Thomas More Prep-Marian, a Christian community in the
Catholic Tradition, challenges its students to spiritual growth,
academic excellence, and leadership formation! Enrollment
opportunities for gr. 7-12. Contact school at 785-625-6577 or
via e-mail at meaghert@tmpmarian.org!

Substitute Cook Needed ~ Please contact Carol Feauto if
you are interested.
The 2017-18 Monarch Football Madness tickets available
Contact a TMP-M Student or Sandy Losey at 625-6577
Monarch Madness Football Winners
Check out the winners on our website at https://tmpm.org/monarch-football-madness-2017/

