~ THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ DECEMBER 17TH, 2017

MASS INTENTIONS
Sun. Dec 17

8:00 am L/D Norbert & Betty Leiker family

Tue. Dec 19

8:00 am L/D Danny Pfeifer family

Th. Dec 21

8:00 am L/D Edmund & Josie Gabel family

Sun. Dec 24

8:00 am +Lynette Gross-Callahan

Christmas Eve 9:00 pm +Paul Binder
Christmas Day 10:30 am L/D Connie & Marcella Pfannenstiel fam
Tue. Dec 26

>>> NO MASS <<<

Th. Dec 28

>>> NO MASS <<<

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

SERVERS
Sunday, Dec 17
Sunday, Dec 24
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

Benjamin Dome & Sammy Pfannenstiel
Ahnalyn Leiker & Daunte Younker
Benjamin D, Valerie D, Joe P, Julia W.
Braydon Binder & Wyatt Gerstner

E XTRAORDINARY M INISTERS OF H OLY COMMUNION
Sunday, Dec 17
Sunday, Dec 24
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

Jill M, John M, Ken R, Tony R.
Lilly B, Dolores P, Peggy R, Dcn Steve
Ernie B, Larry K, Wendy R, Bea S.
Mark L, Ken R, Seyona R, Rhonda S,

LECTORS

OFFERTORY GIFTS

Sun. Dec 17 Seyona Roda
Natalie Armbrister family
Sun. Dec 24 Wendy Richmeier Margie Pfannenstiel
Christmas Eve Jeanette P.
Three Kings
Christmas Day Tony Rohr
Ernie & Lilly Binder

GREETERS
Sunday, Dec 17
Sunday, Dec 24
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

Bonnie Philip
Terry & Cathy Pfeifer
Tony & Patty Rohr
Ken & Peggy Richmeier

COLLECTION TEAM
Sunday, December 17
Wilbert Gross, Mark Leiker, Brian Pfannenstiel, Greg Pfannenstiel
Sunday, December 24
John Moeder, Kenny Pfannenstiel, Tony Rohr, Randy Werth
>> Christmas Eve & Christmas Day – Volunteers <<

TRAVELING CHALICE FOR VOCATIONS
Sunday, Dec 17
Sunday, Dec 24
Sunday, Dec 31
Sunday, Jan 7

Darold & Evelyn Younker
Aaron & Kolleen Dome
Ernie & Lilly Binder
Kenny & Ann Pfannenstiel

FATHER JARETT’S CATHOLIC Q & A
Why do Catholics celebrate a mass on
Saturday evening? (Also a plea to consider
Midnight Mass)
In ancient Jewish tradition it was customary that
the Sabbath was celebrated from sundown on
Friday evening until sundown on Saturday. This is
evident in such scripture passages as the story of
creation in Genesis, when the author says, “Thus
evening came and morning followed,”
demonstrating the practice of the day beginning
with evening. Wait, Sabbath on Saturday, why do
we celebrate it on Sunday? With the dawn of
Christianity the Sabbath was no longer observed on
Saturday, but Sunday, the Lord’s Day, the
traditional day of the resurrection, as we see here in
the writing of St. Ignatius of Antioch, "Converts
have given up keeping the sabbath and now order
their lives by the Lord's Day instead, the day when
life first dawned for us, thanks to him [Christ] and
his death" (Letter to the Magnesians 9 [A.D. 107])
Back to the question, “Why mass on Saturday?” In
the Catholic Code of Canon Law we read, “A person
who assists at a Mass celebrated anywhere in a
Catholic rite either on the feast day itself or in the
evening of the preceding day satisfies the obligation
of participating in the Mass.” (c.1248) We can see
that by Church law it is indeed an acceptable
practice to meet one’s Sunday obligation by
attending mass on Saturday evening, now to
answer “But why?”
Some would argue that this practice of an
anticipatory vigil mass on Saturday evening stems
from the Jewish roots as previously described, while
others say that this practice had nothing to do with
the Bishop’s reasoning in the first place, but rather
it was given as an option for those who had
sufficient reason to miss mass on Sunday. (i.e.
certain careers like law enforcement, medicine,
etc.)
What we do know is that it is an acceptable Catholic
practice to fulfill one’s Sunday obligation by
attending mass on Saturday evening. Perhaps a
more important question for us to reflect upon is
the “why” of “when we attend Catholic mass.” If we
attend Saturday evening mass only so that we can
“get it out of the way” or go out and party and sleep
all morning on Sunday then perhaps we should
rethink our understanding of “keeping Holy the
Sabbath.” What is most important is that the Lord’s
Day is kept holy “set apart” from the rest of the
week, a time for recreation, in order that we might
be re-created to start anew our service in the Lord’s
vineyard throughout the week.
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As we approach the great celebration of Christmas,
when will your family be going to mass? Is it as
early as possible just to get the “religious stuff” or
“obligation” out of the way? Have you considered a
new tradition incorporating Midnight Mass into your
evening activities. Okay, I’m biased because that
was the Christmas Mass we grew up with, but what
an awesome way to keep Christ at the center of
your Christmas Eve/Christmas Day celebrations.
There is no greater joy than truly welcoming the
Christ Child than by singing Joy to the World at like
1:15 in the morning. Think about it and I’ll see you
there!

Questions or Clarifications?
Email Fr. Jarett at father.konrade@eaglecom.net

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:
Travis Pfannenstiel, Irvin Haselhorst,
Jr., Les Gross, Jack Harwood, Special Intentions, Gene
Rohr, Jerry Barnes, Martina Younger.
Drop your requests in the collection or let Lilly know.
Also, let Lilly know when the intention should be removed.

The end of the calendar year is fast approaching. If you
are considering a year-end donation, please keep St.
Francis of Assisi in mind. These unexpected donations
and your ongoing support are greatly appreciated. May
the Lord bless you abundantly for your generosity.

Tithe ~ Stewardship of Treasure
Envelopes
Loose
Ret. Rel.
TOTAL

$2,055.00
$360.00
$115.00
$2,530.00

Holy Day
Env.
$290.00
Loose $107.00
Total $397.00

Thank you for your donations for the
purchase of poinsettias to be used to decorate
church this Christmas season.
Religious Formation: Wednesday 7:00 – 8:00 pm

Christmas Eve pageant dress rehearsal will be
held Wednesday, December 20th at 8:00 p.m.
All participants should plan to attend.

There are still a few 2018 offering envelopes
in the vestibule. Please DO NOT begin using
these until January.
FOOD PANTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 223 Boxes were
distributed on the November 18th Pantry Date, with an
additional 10 boxes shared to Catholic Charities and 10
boxes to First Call for Help. 187 boxes were distributed on
the Dec.2nd Pantry Date. Next Pantry is December 16th.
Adoration Chapel needs someone to cover the hours of 2
to 3am on Mondays; and 2 to 3am on Thursdays. If
interested please contact Bob Feauto at 628-1429.

All moms are invited to celebrate Advent and take a break
from the holiday rush by joining Catholic Motherhood, a
group of Catholic moms representing the Heartland
parishes who support each other in our vocation as wives
and mothers. Upcoming gatherings will be held at 7:30pm,
on Dec 18, and Jan. 8. For details and location information,
please call Mary at 785-621-2121.

RELIGIOUS ITEMS - If you or a family member have
religious material such as statues, holy water bottles,
rosaries, prayer books, and palms that you want to get
rid of, but just can’t throw them away, bring them to the
St. Joseph Parish Service Center and we will either offer
them to people who would like them or dispose of them
in a respectful manner.
Catholic Charities is seeking volunteers! We are looking
for energetic individuals to assist in the Hays office with
tasks including shopping for outreach items, assembling
outreach kits, and sorting donations. Volunteers are needed
during normal business hours (8-5 M-Th and 8-2:30 F)..
We are looking for volunteers with availability to start at
the beginning of 2018. If interested, visit our website at
www.ccnks.org>>>How to Help>>>Volunteer. Please
specify that you are looking to volunteer in the Hays office.
With questions, you may call 785-625-2644.
DECEMBER Alert – Give a gift to support the work of
U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking, P. O.
Box
25241,
Philadelphia,
PA
19119
Visit:
sistersagainsttrafficking.org
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A Family Perspective …by Bud Ozar
Today’s gospel reports “there is one among you whom
you do not recognize.” It is hard to believe Christ is
present in a family with crazy schedules, suppers that
start too late and end too early, cars that don’t start,
misunderstandings, frustrations, piles of laundry,
unmatched socks and stretched food budgets. The list is
endless. The words spoken at mass, “The Lord is with
you,” are not a hope, they are a fact.

Jesus can't become your peace
and joy, until he becomes your
focus.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS
Heavenly Father, you have blessed our
diocese time and again with good and holy
bishops who have led us ever closer to you.
Aware of your profound love for us, we
ask you to bless us once again. Send us a good and
holy man to become our next bishop. Inspire us, the
clergy, religious and laity of the diocese to work
generously with him so that we might grow together in
your love and continue the good work you have begun in
us for the sake of all.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God forever and ever. Amen.

Advent Prayer ~
Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the
darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations
for Christmas. We who have so much to do seek quiet
space to hear your voice each day. We who are
anxious over many things look forward to your coming
among us. We who are blessed in so many ways long
for the complete joy of your kingdom. We whose
hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. We
are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the
light. To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!” Amen
…Henri J.M. Nouwen

HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY
Rachel Wentling, Principal
625-3131

Dec. 18 Last Day of Preschool & KP this semester
PS Baby Jesus Party & 1st Gr. Polar Express Day
Dec. 19 Last Day of Semester – ½ day (dismiss at 11:00)
Dec. 20 – Jan. 3 No School – Christmas Break
Jan. 4 School Resumes (all grades)
Jan. 5 First Friday Prayer Service, 8:05 a.m. IHM
Jan. 7 1st Communion Retreat (Heartland Parishes) in
A.C. 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Recycle your aluminum cans in our trailer in the north parking
lot, or saving box-tops and old cell phones!
A container is in our vestibule for box-tops and pop-tabs.

THOMAS MORE PREP- MARIAN
Chad Meitner, Principal
Bob Leikam, Jr. High Assistant Principal
625-6577

Thomas More Prep-Marian, a Christian community in the
Catholic Tradition, challenges its students to spiritual growth,
academic excellence, and leadership formation! Enrollment
opportunities for gr. 7-12. Contact school at 785-625-6577 or
via e-mail at meaghert@tmpmarian.org!

Christmas Break - December 21st - January 3rd
Substitute Cook Needed ~ Please contact Carol Feauto if
you are interested.

