
 



SUNDAY, JULY 23RD, 2017 ~ SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
   

  

MASS INTENTIONS  
 

 
 
 
 

Sun. July 23 8:00 am L/D Julie & Nancy Austin Koerner fam 
 

Tu.  July 25 8:00 am +Cody Younger 

 

Th.  July 27 8:00 am L/D Edmund & Josie Gabel family    

 

Sun. July 30  8:00 am +Mary Leiker 

 

Tu.  Aug 1 8:00 am +John & Adelheid Leiker   
 

Th.  Aug 3 8:00 am L/D Danny Pfeifer family 
 
 

 
  

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

 
 

 

 

 

SERVERS 
 

Sunday, July 23    Joseph Pfannenstiel & Trenton Staley 
Sunday, July 30    Wyatt Gerstner & Carson Werth 
 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

  

Sunday, July 23   Ernie B, Larry K, John M, Seyona R. 
Sunday, July 30   Lilly B, Mark L, Ken R, Peggy R. 
 

                  LECTORS                                OFFERTORY GIFTS 
 

Sun. July 23   Ken Richmeier              Mike & Bea Suppes 
Sun. July 30  Wendy Richmeier          Sid & Joanne Steinert 
 

GREETERS 
 

Sunday, July 23       Randy & Michelle Werth 
Sunday, July 30      Julie Werth family 
 

COLLECTION TEAM 
 

Sunday, July 23 
Jeff Richmeier, Rich Ruder, Frank Seib, A.J. Simon 

Sunday, July 30 
John Moeder, Kenny Pfannenstiel, Tony Rohr, Sid Steinert 

 

 

        
 
 

 

TRAVELING CHALICE FOR VOCATIONS 
 

 

Sunday, July 23 Mark & Dora Leiker 
Sunday, July 30 Darold & Evelyn Younker 
Sunday, Aug 6 Seyona Roda 
Sunday, Aug 13 Herman & Rosie Leiker 

        
 
 

 
 

 

Tithe ~ Stewardship of Treasure 
 

Envelopes        $2,078.35           Missions      $45.00 

Loose                  $176.00           Cemetery      $25.00 

Candles      $33.00 

Peters Pence          $20.00     

                         TOTAL   2,377.35 
 

 

 

        
 
 

 
 

FATHER JARETT’S CATHOLIC Q & A 
 

As a previous vocation director, didn’t you find it 
difficult when seminarians decided to discontinue 
their studies and leave the seminary? 
Yes.  As Vocation director, I had the blessed 
opportunity of getting to know our seminarians quite 

well; struggles, joys, gifts, flaws, and all.  I was given 
the opportunity to walk with our seminarians as a 
spiritual father, walking with them as they seek to find 
God’s call in their life.  This gift is a great blessing and 
it proves to build some great mentor relationships and 
even friendships as the men follow this challenging 

journey.  Therefore, when a man decided to leave, it 
was difficult as I was able to see the many gifts that 

each particular man would have had to offer to the 
diocese as a future priest. 
However, to end my comments here would not be fair 
and would not be completely truthful.  When I speak to 
young men about vocations and encourage them to 

more seriously discern their call by taking the next 
step and entering the seminary, I also speak of the 
idea that they are not at this time expected to discern 
from step A to Z, but rather they are simply discerning 
the next step from A to B.  In other words, some of 
these men will find that they are called to the seminary 
and some will discern they are called to the priesthood.  

What does this mean? 
When a man first goes off to seminary, often we want 
to slap a collar on his neck and begin calling him 
“father.”  I don’t think this is really healthy or fair, 

because that man has simply taken the next step in 
attempting to discern God’s call in his life.  Perhaps, 

God may be leading the young man to seminary to 
come to a full realization and understanding that 
priesthood is not his call and to lead him toward 
something else that God has planned.   
One thing is certain, a man who spends a couple of 
years praying, studying, and learning about himself in 
seminary, is definitely going to be better off no matter 

what vocation God has planned for him.  As we draw 
closer to conclusion of the summer months you will 
perhaps hear of some Salina seminarians who will not 
be returning to seminary in the fall.  While we will miss 
these guys and the many gifts they have brought to 
the Salina Diocese in their time as seminarians, we 

would be selfish if we did not rejoice for these young 

men who have “through seminary discernment” come 
to a better understanding of God’s call in their life.  
I would like to encourage each of us, as a diocese, to 
pray for and encourage these men, as well as thank 
them for having had the courage to give God years of 
their lives in study and prayer about God’s will.  Please 

continue to support them and all our seminarians as 
they strive to “step by step” find God’s will in their 
lives.  Also, please pray for those young men in our 
diocese who are struggling to have the courage to give 
seminary a try in order to better discern God’s call in 
their own life. 
 

 

Questions or Clarifications? 
Email Fr. Jarett at father.konrade@eaglecom.net 
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  From Fr. Leo ~  
             Life: (The hard stuff) 
 I saved this for last because I think that it 

could be misunderstood without the back story. It is 
not about bragging or about complaining, it is about 

God’s gift of life. Life is not about what happens, it is 
about what you do when it happens. So this segment 
is about many of the things that have brought me to 
today. I will begin after high school because I think my 
life before then was pretty “normal”.  Lynn’s life in her 
early years was anything but normal so I do have to 

give some early information on her. 
Lynn came from a very broken family, her parents 

each divorced a number of times, and she and her 
siblings received very little parenting. She had moved 

out on her own by the time she was 14, she got 
pregnant shortly thereafter and, no big surprise, her 
adult “boyfriend” disappeared. The only advice she got 

from her mother was that she should abort the baby. 
She followed that advice. She had had several other 
boyfriends prior to my meeting her but the two big 
things she talked about when we started dating where 
her lost baby an her little sister who she did not want 
to go through the same things she had. 

We had only been dating for a month when we 

were involved in a serious car accident, I was taking 
her home from work and another driver crossed the 
center line and hit us head on. No one should have 
survived, but all four of us (two in each car) did. I had 
a severely broken leg and Lynn’s back was pretty 

messed up.  

Trauma cements relationships and we were 
doomed to be together from then on. We married less 
than a year later.  As I mentioned before, Lynn 
miscarried our first baby at 5 months, she took it very 
hard. She never came right out and said it but she 
clearly believed that the abortion had something to do 
with her miscarriage. Fortunately we got custody of 

Tracy (her sister) and we had two healthy sons after 
that and before her second miscarriage. She loved 
being a mom but it was during that time she was 
diagnosed with depression (it was actually bi-polar 
disorder but we would not know that for several 
years). 

About 8 months after the second miscarriage we 

found a lump on Lynn’s breast and she started cancer 

treatments, one of the side effects of the treatments 
was that she started having migraine headaches which 
the doctors promptly treated with pain medications.  
About a year after the completion of the cancer 
treatments our third son was born, it was right after 

his birth that I started hearing Lynn’s doctors talking 
about a hysterectomy (I was fortunate enough to have 
a work schedule that allowed me to go to many of her 
appointments with her).  

By the time Keith was eight months old they had 
convinced her that her health was at risk if she did not 
have the hysterectomy to stop her estrogen 

production. The ensuing conversation would lead to an 
argument where divorce was mentioned for the first 
time. Lynn concluded that I did not love her enough to 
let her do what she believed was best, in truth I just 

wanted to be sure what was in fact best for her. After I 

had checked things out I told her she could do it with 
my blessing. We scheduled the procedure but the 

hospital informed us that she was pregnant and they 
(thankfully) would not do the procedure until after the 
birth. The girls were born seven months later and the 
hysterectomy was done six weeks after their birth. The 
procedure went normally, but five hours after the 

surgery Lynn began to hemorrhage massively and 
came very close to dying. Thankfully she pulled 
through that as well.  

With everything that was going on with Lynn’s 
physical health, the doctors that were treating her 
were less than effective at ensuring that her needs 

were being taken care of and she for lack of a more 
succinct of putting it, she eventually went off the deep 
end and started treating herself with more and more 
powerful drugs. By the time I was aware of what she 

was doing she was addicted to several prescription 
medications that “friends” were providing her with. 
This was the beginning of the end for both the 

integration of our family and for Lynn herself. 
Over the next twelve years there were numerous 

inpatient and outpatient treatment programs to try to 
get her addictions under control, some were successful 
for a while, others were, to put it bluntly, useless. 
There were also many efforts to uncover and treat the 
underlying issues that pushed her in that direction. By 

the end of 2003 Lynn was not living at home anymore 
and for the protection of the family, I felt there was no 
option but to file for divorce, and the three youngest 
children and I moved out of Wichita to get some 
separation from the situation. That is how we ended up 
in Abilene. That action did as much to help Lynn get 

straight as anything we had tried before. She was even 
able to re-establish a relationship with the kids 
towards the end. 

Since we had legally divorced, when I began the 
process for being accepted into the permanent 
diaconate, it was necessary for me to file for an 
annulment, which I did in 2008. I received word in 

early 2011 that it had been granted. Lynn died, rather 
unexpectedly, in October of 2011 and I became 
possibly the first man in history to wish that an 
annulment he had filed had not been granted. You see, 
in my eyes and in my heart, Lynn is still my wife, and 
that is how I will identify with her until the day I die. 
There are many things I wish I could have done better 

than I did, but in the end I did what I was capable of doing. 

Those last seven years of her life were the hardest of my 
own life but they were also the seedbed where my faith 
flourished and thrived. God, who had had an ever growing 
presence to me since our first miscarriage, really became my 
strength when I realized that I was not in control of much of 

anything. Things got so much easier when I truly surrendered 
to Him, and I continue to strive to give more and more over 
to Him every day. And I am happier every day because of it. 

I know that this is an extremely truncated version of my 
story and there are probably still many things that I should 
have explained better but this will have to suffice for now. 
Feel free to approach me whenever you have an opportunity 

and we can talk more. 
 

God bless.  
 

This history is in honor of Abel, Lynn’s first son, and Brett and 

Cameron, our two miscarried children. 
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Please remember Farron Leiker in your 

prayers. May Eternal rest be his and the 

knowledge of our prayers and support give 

his family peace.  
 

        

 

Join us as we pray the rosary Thursday evenings 

at 7:00 p.m. in the sacristy.  

 
        
 

A Fundraiser Breakfast for the family of Farron Leiker, will 

be held Sunday, August 6
th

 following Mass in the Parish 

Hall. This will be our monthly after Mass gathering, hosted 

by the K of C.  Everyone is invited! 
 

        
 

FOR SALE: Window air-conditioner that was used in 

the sacristy. Asking $150.00. Bought new in June of 

2015. Contact Lilly if interested. 
        

 
 

            

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 
 

Special Intentions, Les Gross, Mary Lou 
Pfannenstiel, Jack Harwood, Special 

Intention, Kerri Schiffelbein, Cindy Weigel, Lynette 
Callahan, Gene Rohr, Jerry Barnes, Martina Younger, 
Mary Davis, Traci Pfannenstiel, Angie Zimmerman. 
 

Drop your requests in the collection or let Lilly know. 
 

Also, let Lilly know when the intention should be removed. 
 

        

 

With the wonderful success of last year’s Diocesan Men’s 

Conference, a Sixth Annual Men’s Conference: “Men on a 

Mission” will be held again this year on Saturday, Aug. 12, 

at Immaculate Heart of Mary, Hays. All men are invited. 

Bring your sons who are in high school, and college. Our 

goal is to strengthen Catholic men in their faith and thereby 

strengthen our Catholic families and parishes. To register 

online or for more information go to salinadiocese.org or 

call 785-827-8746, Ext. 17. 
        

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS 

 
HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY 

 

Rachel Wentling, Principal 
625-3131 

 
July ~ Office Open 9 – noon & 1-4 Tues-Thurs 
 
 

HFE currently has openings in grades PB (afternoon 

Preschool), Kindergarten, 3rd, 5th and 6th. If interested, 

please contact the school at 625-3131  
 
 

Holy Family is in need of substitute teachers! If you are 

interested in being added to the substitute list, please stop by 

the school office with a copy of your sub license & credentials 

between 7:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Mon – Fri. Feel free to call 625-

3131 if you have questions! Thank you! 
 

Recycle your aluminum cans in our trailer in the north parking 

lot, or saving box-tops and old cell phones! A container in our 

vestibule is available for box-tops and pop-tabs. 
 

        
 

 
 
 

 

THOMAS MORE PREP- MARIAN 
 

Chad Meitner, Principal 
                  Bob Leikam, Jr. High Assistant Principal 

625-6577 
 

 

Important Information 

May 30
th

-Aug 4
th

—Summer office hours (8:00am-3:00pm) 

August 8
th

     Enrollment for Soph, Juniors, and Seniors  

August 9
th

     Enrollment for 7
th
 & 8

th
 grade, and Freshman  

August 16
th

   New Student Orientation 

August 17
th

   First Day of School  

 

The 2017-18 Monarch Football Madness tickets are now 

available!  For more info contact Sandy Losey at 625-

6577.  Your support is appreciated! 

         
 

JULY ALERT– July 30, is World Day Against Trafficking in 

Persons. There are global maps showing the epidemic of 

human trafficking and reports on the existence of slavery in 

countries. JOIN US, U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human 

Trafficking (sistersagainsttrafficking.org) to combat modern-

day slavery.  
        

 

 

 

 


